To the parents
of students participating in
the ICCS Field Test 2026

Participation of your Child in the
- International Civic and Citizenship Education Study - ICCS

Dear Parents/Guardians,

Your child’s class has been randomly selected to participate in the field test of
the International Civic and Citizenship Education Study (ICCS Field Test 2026).
In this letter, we would like to explain the objectives and procedures of the
study in more detail.

What are the objectives and content of the study?

The study investigates what knowledge, beliefs, and willingness to act of young
people with regard to democracy and society, as well as the role of schools in
this context. The focus of the study is on students in the 8th grade. The field
test is necessary to determine whether the questions posed are
understandable, comparable, and meaningful across the 25 participating
countries. Based on the results, it will be decided which tasks and questions will
be used internationally in the main ICCS survey in 2027.

Who is responsible for ICCS and who conducts the field test?

ICCS is an international comparative study on civic and citizenship education in
schools. The German study center is located at the University of Miinster and is
managed by me in cooperation with Prof. Dr. Hermann Josef Abs from the
University of Duisburg—Essen. The implementation of the study in schools has
been entrusted to the International Association for the Evaluation of
Educational Achievement (IEA Hamburg).

How will the study be conducted for your child?

The study will take place between January and March 2026 during a morning
session at your child’s school. The exact date will be arranged in advance with
the school. The survey will take approximately 2.5 hours, including breaks. On
the day of the survey, your child will first complete tasks online on a computer
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that are designed to assess knowledge and understanding of political processes and institutions in
a democracy, followed by a questionnaire.

The survey covers the following thematic areas:

e Civic knowledge and understanding

e Attitudes toward democracy and political as well as social institutions, equality,
migration, sustainability, and Europe

e Sense of belonging to different communities

e Willingness to participate socially and politically

e Individual and family background, including origin, languages spoken at home, religious
affiliation, and media consumption

e School-related learning and participation experiences
You may review the questionnaire at the school office of your child’s school.

In addition, the school will be asked to provide, on a separate list, information on the month and
year of birth as well as the gender of the participating students. In addition, process data (e.g.,
processing times) are collected while working on the computer.

All information relating to your child, including responses to test tasks and questionnaire items,
will be transmitted using only an identification number and without names. It will not be possible
to assign the data to any specific individual.

The study may only be conducted if all data protection regulations are complied with. All
information letters, questionnaires, and planned procedures used in the study have been
reviewed and approved by the Ministry of Education of your federal state. Please also refer to the
detailed information on data protection on pages 3 and 4.

What we ask of you:

Participation in the survey is voluntary for your child. However, participation is important as it
helps to identify new challenges schools face in supporting students’ political and social
development. We kindly ask you to allow your child to participate in the survey. To do so, please
complete the attached consent form, sign it, and return it to the school with your child. Naturally,
students who do not participate in the survey will be supervised by the school during this time.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact IEA Hamburg (Ms. Cornelia Kutter,
Tel.: +49 40 48500 629, Email: iccs_national@iea-hamburg.de). Further information about ICCS
can be found on the website of the German study center: https://www.iccs-germany.org/

We would like to thank you in advance for your support.

Best Regards,

Katrin Hahn-Laudenberg
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Data Protection Information

Participation of your child in the ICCS Field Test 2026 is voluntary. If your child does not
participate, this will not result in any disadvantages for you or your child. We may only
collect and process your child’s data, including information on religious affiliation, languages
spoken at home, personal background, and parents’ background, if you give your consent.
You provide this consent by completing and signing the consent form. This consent enables
your child to participate in the ICCS Field 2026. Even if your child participates, they may skip
individual questions in the questionnaire that they cannot or do not want to answer, or
discontinue participation altogether.

You may withdraw your consent at any time for the future without giving reasons and in an
informal manner. For this purpose, please obtain your child’s student identification number
(student ID) from the person responsible for the study at the school and submit your
withdrawal stating the student ID to IEA Hamburg (Ms. Cornelia Kutter, Tel.: +49 40 48500
629, Email: iccs_national@iea-hamburg.de) . Withdrawal of consent will not result in any
disadvantages. If consent is withdrawn by 31 March 2026, the data collected up to that point
will not be further processed. Withdrawal after this date can no longer be implemented, as
the data will already have been analyzed by the national and international ICCS study
centers, and changes to the data will no longer be possible.

Unauthorized persons (e.g., teachers or other school staff) will not have access to your
child’s responses.

No names are stored in the test tasks or questionnaires. Your child’s dataset is labeled solely
with a student ID, which serves as a pseudonym to link all information relating to one
individual. Student IDs are temporarily linked with students’ names at the school only at the
beginning of the data collection to allow students to log in to their assighed computers. The
list of names remains at the school and may not be passed on to any other party. It will be
destroyed by 31 March 2026; after that, names and IDs can no longer be linked.

All data are stored online using the ID only (without names) on servers provided by the
international study center. The servers are located in Germany and protected by a firewall.
Data transmission is encrypted and password-protected. During the completion of tasks and
guestionnaires on the computer, the IP address is recorded but not stored together with the
test and survey data. Cookies are used solely to allow continuation after interruptions.
Access to the server storing your child’s responses is restricted to authorized staff of the
national and international study centers via password.

The stored data are further processed and categorized by the national study center at the
Universities of Minster and Duisburg—Essen, as well as by the international study center
(University of Bath, England). Only aggregated and therefore anonymized information is
analyzed and included in datasets shared with others. Therefore, it will not be possible to
assign the results to individual persons, and no connection to you or your child can be
established. The original datasets will be stored at the national study center for ten years
and at the international study center for seven years, after which they will be deleted.

The information provided by the school in a separate list about the students will be
transmitted to IEA Hamburg using IDs only (without names) after the data collection,
processed there, and subsequently forwarded to the national and international study
centers.

At IEA Hamburg, all survey materials and electronic data will be destroyed or deleted in
accordance with data protection regulations two years after completion of the study.
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e Data processing is carried out in accordance with Article 6 Paragraph 1 letter a GDPR in
conjunction with Article 9 Paragraph 2 letter a GDPR. If you have any questions regarding
data protection, you may contact the Data Protection Officer of the University of Minster
(Ms. Nina Meyer-Pachur, Tel.: +49 251 83-22446, Email: Datenschutz@uni-muenster.de) We
would also like to inform you of your rights under the GDPR, including Article 15 (right of
access), Article 16 (right to rectification), Article 17 (right to erasure), Article 18 (right of
restriction of processing), Art. 20 GDPR (right to data portability) as well as your legal right to
lodge a complaint with the competent supervisory authority( e.g., the State Commissioner
for Data Protection and Freedom of Information of North Rhine-Westphalia, Tel.: +49 211
38424 0, Email: poststelle@Idi.nrw.de).

e The data collected as part of the ICCS Field Test 2026 will be used exclusively for scientific
research purposes.
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Consent Form
for Participation in the ICCS Field Test 2026

I / We hereby give consent for my / our child

(please enter the child’s name in capital letters)

to participate in the ICCS Field Test 2026 and that the data collected in this context, including
information on religious affiliation, languages spoken at home, the child’s own origin, as well
as the parents’ origin, are processed and used within the scope of the study.

Place, date Signature of one™ or both legal guardian(s)

) | hereby confirm that | am authorized by the other legal guardian to sign this consent declaration
on his/ her behalf.





